Bradford Conservation Commission 4/19/17
DRAFT Minutes
Attendees:  Tom Gray, Sandy Price, Monique Priestley, Barbara Kulzyck, Nancy Jones
Absent:  Ed Wendell, Riley Hudson

Public Comment   Tom read a Card of Thanks from OHS Yearbook Committee

	Minutes of 4/5/17 Were approved as written

	Finances  Tom presented the following bill to be paid:
	Payable to:
	Amount:
	For:
	From:
	Status:

	Nancy Jones
	$59.75
	Blue Ribbons for Fun Run
	FOWM Fund
	Approved



	Stewardship
RACE – Tasks to be completed – Went through tasks & divided them up – all tasks covered (sent to members in separate email)
Address need to enhance access to trails – Nancy shared a conference she attended on the economic values of recreation trails as well as the result of the study completed by the VT Trails & Greenways Council  that revealed that the total Economic Activity from the use of  the Catamount Trail, Long Trail, Kingdom Trails Association and VASA Trails yields  over $30 million dollars annually in VT.  This includes transportation, restaurants, lodging, grocery stores, sales tax & income tax.
Premises: 
1)On the basis of economic value alone, the BCC and the Town should improve and increase access to the trails in the WM/DD Town Forest to make it available to more users
2) The WM Trailhead  parking area was full or nearly full all winter long, and is sometimes full in the summer and users often park on Wrights MT Road.
3) If parking were available on Chase Hollow Road in the winter months, the trails
On that side of the mountain would be accessible year-round
4)  There is only 1 parking spot at the end of “Rube’s Route” on Route 25; if the BCC purchased the 0.57 acre parcel abutting Loschiavo’s land on Route 25, there would be ample parking and access to “Rube’s Route” from that parcel.  (This parking area could also be used by people who fish in the Waits River.)
		Address need to reprint trail map/brochures
In January 2015, 1000 map/brochures were ordered at a cost of $805 and were paid for from the FOWM Fund.  With the FOWM Fund balance depleting, we need to find sponsors/advertisers to pay for reprinting the map/brochure.  The remaining supply will not  last through the Summer.  Monique agreed to pursue this.

	Management
		Trailhead parking areas
1)Phil Page contacted Nancy re safety issues with the WM Trailhead parking area.  He  the lot is too small and the entrance too steep for the snow plow to safely get in and out of there in the Winter.  Nancy & Phil visited the parking lot and discussed enlarging it and lowering it and widening the entrance.  Tom pointed out that lowering the elevation of the lot will require steps going up to the trail.
1st step is to remove trees on either side of the lot; 2nd step is to enlarge the available space for parking.  Phil recommended a horse shoe design.  Nancy contacted Ben Rubinfeld and he is willing to do the tree removal.  BCC members will meet there with Ben on Friday, 4/ 28 to decide on details.
2) Nancy & Phil also visited the Tillotson’s Trek parking area and discussed adding a second entrance across from Jimmie Cacavaro’s house.  Trees would need to be removed from here as well, and 2 culverts, fill and crushed stone for topping it.
3)  Nancy & Phil visited the 0.57 acre lot on Route 25; Phil said the driveway is too narrow, and that a permit from the State would be required
	Information & Education n/a
	Solid Waste
Tire Drop – Barbara placed ads in the JO and BW, plus a Letter to the Editor in the JO.  She’ll be putting up flyers and will send a poster for Nancy to print & laminate
Nancy will assist Barbara at the Tire Drop for 8 – 10; Ed will assist from 10-12.
Green up – Barbara shared that the roll-off dumpster will need to be at the Highway  Garage this year.  She’ll be posting on the Bradford listserve. BCC Members will Green-Up Chase Hollow Road on Friday 4/28, either before or after meeting with Ben.
	Conservation
Address need to amend Conservation Fund By-laws  - By-laws can be amended once in a 12-month period and amendments must be approved by the Selectboard.  Changes were made to the by-laws to include covering costs associated with improving user access to the trails and providing maps.  This was done because the FOWM Fund does not have the capacity to cover these costs.
Nancy will present this at the next Selectboard meeting for approval.
Beautification – Sandy is considering the flowering crab apple proposal from last year for the Library Bank.  Nancy has submitted the grant application to Urban & Community Forestry for replacing the two maples on the BA Lawn.

	Energy  n/a

Other-  
Priorities – We went through the priorities as set with Jens Hilke at an earlier meeting and established a timeline for most of the items.
Monique suggested that we look into re-establishing the “Friends of Wrights MT” group on a membership basis.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Jones, Acting Secretary



